Preterm birth--prediction, prevention, and consequences: an unmet challenge to perinatal medicine, science, and society: the declaration of Dubrovnik.
Preterm birth is the defining challenge to modern perinatal medicine. It is now clear that preterm birth is not caused by one pathologic process but many, some not identified. Prevention of preterm birth is possible if perinatal medicine, science, and society give the necessary priority to this most urgent problem of maternal, fetal, and neonatal patients.